PSAC NT Area Council 
June 24, 2009
Present: Kevin Kennedy, Marina Devine, Ethel Chalifoux 
Meeting started at 5:41 pm.
Agenda 
Financial Update
Aboriginal Honor Ceremony Donation Request
Climate Leaders Youth Conference Donation Request
New Alternatives North Project
Fall Meeting Possibilities  

Minutes from 13May09 Meeting

Financial Update – Kevin did a brief update.
Kevin met with Sonya and they did up all the cheques from the last meeting. 

Kevin confirmed with JF that the Area Council will receive $12,000 for 2009.

Currently have a budget of $24,500 and to date have spent approximately $10,000.

Donation/Public Relations - $5,600 left
Political Action - $2,000 left

Convention – PSAC to still invoice for some expenses for Kevin

AGM – none spent yet.

Marina mentioned that we still need public awareness within the union community.

The fall will be the best time to publicize the Area Council as people will be back to work.  At that time, we could use the electronic poster idea.  Kevin mentioned that JF wants to have the Regional Council  (NT/NU/YT) meeting in Yellowknife on Sept 19th weekend and Kevin suggested that we have an Area Council meeting at the same time since we would have prospective delegates from across the NWT and might be able to get more to participate in the Area Council.  We can commit to spend more money and have a bigger AGM in October or November and put more effort into promoting the Area Council participation.
To assist in the promotion of the Area Council, Marina has volunteered to set up a Facebook Group.  Through this group we could promote Area Council and provide information to the members.
Kevin has contacted Kim to have our minutes put up on the PSAC website – she will be updating the website sometimes this week.

 Aboriginal Honour Ceremony Donation Request 

The Aboriginal Honour Ceremony celebrates aboriginal graduates from high schools and Aurora College in Yellowknife, Behchoko and surrounding communities.  This is about the fifth year for the ceremony and it has been a great success in the past.  I think it is an ideal opportunity to promote PSAC to the next generation of northern workers.
They are requesting a donation of $1,000.00.
Motion #1
Moved by:  Marina Devine   Seconded by Ethel Chalifoux
To donate $1,000.00 toward the Aboriginal Honour Ceremony Donation.

Motion carried

Young Leaders Summit on Northern Climate Change Donation Request 

A group of northern aboriginal and environmental organizations are working together to strengthen northern voices in Canadian and International Climate Change Policy. They are co-hosting the Young Leaders Summit on Northern Climate Change to be held August 17-20, 2009 in Inuvik.  Climate change will affect us all, but it will affect young northerners profoundly due to the impacts on the land, waters, animals and cultures of the North. The summit will bring together emerging young leaders from across northern Canada and further those who are interested in and working on issues related to climate change in the Arctic and sub-Arctic. The summit will be a challenging and inspiring four days of outdoor field trips, indoor lectures and participatory activities. 

During the four days young leaders will build their capacity and networks. The summit will lead to actions by these young leaders to help mitigate and adapt to climate change.
For further information, please visit their website at: www.climateleaders.ca. 

Motion #2
Moved by:  Ethel Chalifoux    Seconded by:  Marina Devine 

To donate $2,500.00 towards participation sponsorship at the Youth Leaders Summit on Northern Climate change in Inuvik on August 17-20, 2009.  

Motion carried.
(Cheque to be made payable to:   The Pembina Institute)
New Alternatives North Project 
They have prepared a proposal  for a report they are trying to commission on the economic implications on the services in the north – Kevin asked everyone to review the documentation and submit their comments directly to Suzette Montreuil at Alternative North and cc Kevin.

This current proposal is to do follow up work through the production of a comparable report that includes:

· an  overview of the 2009-10 budget including its revenues, savings and spending ,

· An analysis of the baseline spending trends vs. what the GNWT proposes,

· the IMF and other economists’ stimulus recommendations;

· shortcomings in the federal stimulus,

· a review of how the GNWT economy and budget evolved in the last year, 

· a focus on highlighted areas that could be made in the 2010-11 budget including a Heritage Fund, public spending, green jobs, and automatic stabilizers through a strong social safety net,

· A review of economic multipliers outlining the sectors that produce the most jobs per dollar (not generally resource extraction), 

· Proposals for public revenue gathering and spending that would put people back to work, including reducing the out-migration of skilled workers, 

· A critique of privatization as an economically and socially unviable approach to management of public services, and

· a review of how our priorities in public spending compare to the goals and priorities of the 16th Assembly.

As an introduction to participatory budget development, Alternatives North will host an evening consultation of Yellowknife based non-governmental organizations and concerned citizens to assist in determining spending priorities.

Fall Meeting Possibilities
 JF wants to have the Regional Council  (NT/NU/YT) meeting in Yellowknife on  the Sept 19th weekend and Kevin suggested that we have an Area Council meeting at the same time since we would have prospective delegates from across the NWT and might be able to get more to participate in the Area Council.  
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 Motion #3
Moved by:  Ethel Chalifoux    Seconded by:  Marina Devine
To approve the May 13, 2009 meeting minutes, as presented.
Motion carried 

Meeting adjourned at 6:15 pm.
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