PSAC NT Area Council 
May 13, 2009
Present: Kevin Kennedy, Marina Devine, Al Dumont, Lynn Dumont, Ethel Chalifoux 
Staff: Steve Peterson
Meeting started at 5:35 pm.
Agenda 
Minutes from 18Mar09 Meeting
PSAC Convention Report
Review of Area Council Bylaws/Membership Drive 
Website update 

Ecology North donation request 

Alternatives North Political Action

AN Reimbursement for Meeting Cost 

Yellowknife Association for Community Living donation request
Confirm date of next meeting 

Minutes from 18Mar09 Meeting 

 Motion #1

Moved by:  Lynn Dumont    Seconded by:  Marina Devine
To approve the March 18, 2009 meeting minutes, as presented.
Motion carried 

Agenda
Motion #2

Moved by:  Al Dumont    Seconded by:  Lynn Dumont
To adopt the agenda, with the additions.

Motion carried 

PSAC Convention Report
Kevin gave a verbal report on the Leadership Training and the PSAC Convention.  Learned more about how the Area Council fits into PSAC and had the opportunity to meet and speak to other Area Council reps.  With the first day of the convention being cancelled, a motion to get Kevin designated as a delegate was not possible and therefore Kevin attended the convention as an observer and was provided with all the convention materials.  Kevin met a staff member from Amnesty International’s western region office and was able to present them with our cheque.  They took a photo of him presenting the cheque and they will include in their newsletter.
Review of Area Council Bylaws/Membership Drive 

Kevin suggested that we review the Bylaws.  Ethel will e-mail a copy of the By-Laws to all Executive members.

The By-Laws have 13 different mandates and objectives - a couple of them that we could make a difference on are Sections 3 & 10.   
Section (3)  To be representative, fair, visible, equitable, accessible and respectful of individual and collective rights of all PSAC members within its jurisdiction.
Subsection (10)  To foster a network of PSAC activists involved in political action and workers solidarity and participate in coalitions with other social justice advocacy groups in the community.

We need to get more participation by the Locals.  Working on a poster campaign and having a big general meeting to get the word out.  Other suggestions:  could also have a ‘Meet and Greet’ at the Union School and Executive members could attend all the local’s regular meetings.
At our next meeting in June, which will be a general meeting – we should invite more members to this meeting and we can provide snacks.  

Motion #3

Moved by:  Lynn Dumont    Seconded by:  Al Dumont

To authorized up to $100 per community for food at our next monthly meeting.

Motion carried 

Website update 

Website needs updating – all our minutes are not on the website.
Kevin will contact Kim and request that the Area Council website be updated.

Ecology North donation request 
Ecology North made a request for a donation - in Behchoko, they planned a presentation on collecting morel mushrooms and extra funding was needed to cover the translation.  They did make their request prior to the event and Kevin did forward the information to all the executive members, but since our last meeting was cancelled we did not deal with their request.  The event was very well attended.  Ecology North produced a poster for the event and on this poster they identified Area Council as their primary funder and displayed our logo.

Motion #4

Moved by:  Ethel Chalifoux         Seconded by:  Lynn Dumont

To donate $1,000.00 to Ecology North for Earth Week activities, outside of Yellowknife.

Motion carried
Kevin discussed our present financial situation – We have $8000 for Political Action and $8000 for donations.  To date we have given:  $1200 to Amnesty International; $1000 to Cinema Political; $200 – Obama event.
So we have available funds in those two budget items.  We normally donate $2000 annually to Northern Federal of Labour for the Kids camp and they will not be happening this year.
Alternatives North Political Action
The Area Council has been donating approximately $2,000.00 per year to Alternatives North.
Alternatives North requested a donation to assist them in developing a strategy to make northern jobs green jobs.  Last year, they looked at the impact of cutting the workforce in the NWT, cutting jobs from the public service, now there are a number of different initiatives that they are working on, including the one they mentioned but also they are looking at the impact of the economic downturn on the north, they have done a good job of hiring expert consultants to prepare reports and distribute them widely.  Particularly trying to reach the leadership of the NWT.
Motion #5

Moved by:  Marina Devine        Seconded by:  Al Dumont

To donate $4,000.00 to Alternative North in support of their political action campaign.

Motion carried 

AN Reimbursement for Meeting Cost 

There was a meeting held on May 6th with the Finance Minister to go over the budget.  The meeting was well attended and Area Council provided the lunch.  Initially Steve covered the cost of the lunch and is requesting reimbursement for the cost.
Motion #6

Moved by:  Lynn Dumont         Seconded by:  Al Dumont

To reimburse Steve $188.37 for the cost of the food for the meeting held on May 6th.

Motion carried 

 Yellowknife Association for Community Living
The Yellowknife Association for Community Living is requesting a donation of $1,000.00 for six Public Service announcements for Employment for persons with disabilities, to be aired on CBC North.  This will be a territorial wide campaign.  This donation will cover the duplication of the materials to be sent out.
Motion #5

Moved by:  Ethel Chalifoux        Seconded by:  Al Dumont

To donate $1,000.00 to Yellowknife Association for Community Living for their series of public Service announcements on employing adults with disabilities.  
Motion carried 

Kevin suggested that each executive member contact other community groups throughout the territory that match our mandate, who can submit a request for a donation.  He encouraged the executive members to spread the word and try to distribute more of these funds over the next month or two. 

Confirming Meeting Date:  June 17, 2009 at 5:30 pm.
Meeting adjourned at 6:15 pm.
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