PSAC Area Council 

General Meeting 

March 19, 2008

Present:

Suzette Montreuil, Kevin Kennedy, Chris Powell, Lynn Dumont, Al Dumont, Ethel Chalifoux

Guests:  Allen Heerema & Lauren Bulckaert – Youth Positive

Agenda
Presentation by organizers of youth LGBT group
Review of minutes of Feb 13th meeting
Business arising from the minutes 
Financial update
Economic research around budget cuts 
Support for GBLT youth group 

President’s announcement

Presentation by Youth Positive – Allen and Lauren did a brief presentation on their organization.  Allen is the co-founder of a youth focused LGBTQ group, which was started about three weeks ago, and is based out of Yellowknife and is working with Lauren within the Centre for Northern Families.  Their group will be offering community workshops on LGBTQ issues and information.  All operational costs are being covered by the Centre, but this is not sustainable.  Therefore, they are seeking funders for 2008/09 or a longer term.  They are especially seeking funds for supplies and rental space.  Currently, they do not have society status.
Suzette opened the floor to questions – no questions.
Agenda
Suzette asked if there were any additions to the agenda.

Added Iraq anniversary- just before President’s announcement. 

Moved by Chris, Seconded by Kevin to adopt the agenda, as modified.  
Motion Carried 

Review of minutes of Feb 13th meeting

Moved by Kevin, Seconded by Al to adopt the February 13th meeting minutes. 

Motion carried. 

Business arising from the minutes 

1.  Kevin was to find out how Area Council could become a regular donor to Amnesty International Canada – this has been done.
2. Ethel was to re-type the updated By-Laws.  Ethel will forward a copy to all the Area Council Executive. 

3. Suzette to provide Al with a list of all locals that are affiliated – not done yet. 

4. All Area Council executive were to write letters to their MLAs regarding the cuts – so if any executive member had not sent a letter – they should do so. 
5.  On the Federal Election – did get a question from Chris but we are not going to have a federal election at this time – so we can put this on hold. 
Financial Update 

Kevin reviewed the Financial Statement as of March 19, 2008.

Moved by Kevin, Seconded by Lynn to approve the financial statements. 

Motion carried. 

Suzette passed the Chair to Chris Powell. 

Economic Research around the budget cuts – Suzette found someone from the Parkland Institute, which is a progressive research institute out of Alberta, to do the work but it wouldn’t be confirmed until March 20th.  After talking to them, they narrowed down what would be feasible with the amount of money that would be put towards this project.
Suzette explained the first part – one of the first things that they always do when they do this kind of research is they look at how the government projects the amount of revenue that it is going to have and the trend in conservative governments that want to cut spending is they underestimate the amount of revenue they are going to get and it makes it look like they have no choice but to cut on the spending side.  Then if you remember in the Martin years they then produce scads of surpluses.  The same could be said about Alberta, so that is one of the first things they look at and apparently there is some sort of ratio that exists between the GDP of an area and the government revenue.  So that is one of the areas that they look at and then they would look at possible new sources of revenue.  There are levels of debt to other jurisdictions and then look at our ability to sustain that amount of debt.  If possible, if there is enough time and money  - they could look at what the economic impact would be of cutting the number of jobs that they are thinking about cutting . 

Suzette is looking for approval of the General Outline of the research, it is more limited then it was before, and how much money the Area Council is willing to put towards this project 

Kevin – how much of the budget for this research has to come out of Area Council?
Suzette:  Budget: from UNW- $3,000.00;  Alternatives North - $3,000.00

Suzette is looking for $4,000.00 from the Area Council

Suzette asked if there were any other questions about the outline of the research – none.
Moved by Suzette, Seconded by Al Dumont to accept the Research proposal.

Suzette mentioned that the delivery date would be the 2nd half of April 

Kevin wanted to know if this research will be useful in the future and also, wanted to know if this would come out of our Political Action funds.
Motion carried. 

Moved by Suzette, Seconded by Kevin
That Area Council contribute up to 4.0k$ towards the economic research proposal.

Suzette mentioned that these funds will be used to cover the research portion.
Lynn mentioned that it is a good idea and can be used as a resource for the future, the future holds many different questions, in Fort Smith seventeen people will be affected in the first round.

Motion carried. 

Chair passed back to Suzette.

Suzette asked what the Area Council would be willing to assist the Youth Positive group. 

A discussion was held regarding this request and based on the fact that they are just a new group, it was decided to make an initial donation and depending on whether they remain an active group – future donations would be decided at a later date.  
Moved by Kevin, Seconded by Chris Powell 
To donate $500.00 immediately to the Youth Positive Group and request that they report back to us with an update of their progress, in three months, with a request for an additional donation.

Motion carried. 

For this donation – the cheque must be made out to the Centre for Northern Families. 

Iraq anniversary – today is the 5th anniversary of the Iraq war

Chris proposed that Area Council buy a small ad in the News North  - put a brief statement in the ad noting our opposition to the continued occupation of Iraq.
Suzette suggested that we ask Steve Pederson if Area Council have the next Labour Column 

Moved by Chris Powell, Seconded by Al Dumont 

Be it Resolved that Area Council publish put an ad in the News North recognizing the fifth anniversary of the War of Iraq and expressing our opposition to continued American occupation, pending approval by PSAC. 

Suzette will check with PSAC and see what their official policy is on this.
Chris to come up with the sentence for the ad  

It is understood that this ad will be a 1/16 page ad in News North or to a maximum of $500.00.
Motion defeated. 

Kevin suggested that we check into other alternatives that we can donate money to.
President’s announcement 
Suzette mentioned that due to her medical situation that she will be taking an indeterminate leave of absence as President, effective April 2008

.

The next general meeting is scheduled for Wednesday April 16, 2008 at 5:30 pm

Moved by Al, Seconded by Lynn to adjourn 
Motion carried. 

Meeting adjourned at 6:45 pm.
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