PSAC Area Council 

General Meeting 

April 16, 2008
Present:

Suzette Montreuil, Kevin Kennedy, Chris Powell, Lynn Dumont, Al Dumont, Ethel Chalifoux

Agenda
1. Approval of March 19th minutes 

2. Business arising from March 19th minutes 
3. Financial update
4. Continued functioning of Council
5. Travel Expenses for PSAC North Convention

Moved by Kevin. Seconded by Al to adopt the agenda, as modified.  
Motion Carried 

Review of minutes of March 19th meeting

Moved by Ethel. Seconded by Lynn to adopt the March 19th meeting minutes. 

Motion carried. 

Business arising from the minutes
The $500.00 cheque for Youth Positive has been sent out.

Kevin was finally successful in getting Amnesty International to accept a cheque from Area Council, after three long distance phone calls.  The cheque, for $1200.00, will be put in the mail today. 
Ethel has sent the updated By-Laws to PSAC North Council – now Area Council is up to date with PSAC North.
Research on budget cuts -  sent out the contract.  When the invoice comes in Area Council will contact UNW and they will decide if they will give Area Council the money or pay Parkland directly and the Area Council will do the same thing. 
When we get the first draft, we will owe them $5600.  The UNW has agreed to put money towards this research.  Suzette has been in contact with the researcher and believes that the final document will be used.
April 29th – JF is organizing a Focus Table for NGO groups to get them to come on-board to protest against the budget cuts. 
Suzette spoke to Dave Thompson at the UNW and they have met with the YK MLAs and seem to be making good in-roads on that front.  
Suzette asked if anyone had any good news on the campaign.  Lynn mentioned that we may not have any success in convincing our MLA to protest against the cuts.  Suzette recommended that the locals in Fort Smith still meet with Michael at a constituency meeting.  

Chris Powell mentioned that Jane is hosting a constituency breakfast meeting on Saturday and Chris will be attended and has e-mailed the local executive and suggested that they attend. 

Al asked Suzette if she was able to get a list of affilated locals – Suzette mentioned that all locals in Hay River and Fort Smith are affiliated.  Now all Al has to work on is participation by the locals. 
Financial Update 

Kevin mentioned that he processed three cheques amounting to $2200.00.  Youth Positive, NTFL and Amnesty International.

The only possible concern could be the payment of upcoming expenditures, while Suzette is off.  At the present time, the only signing authorities the Council has are Kevin and Suzette.  Since most of the expenditures are not urgent this may not be an issue.
Continued Functioning of Council 
Chris Powel will take over effective April 16, 2008, as this is Suzette’s last meeting.  Normally, the Council has meetings in May and June but not during July and August.
Suzette mentioned that Area Council has an office at the Regional office and suggested that we keep our office there.  She will get approval from Les to turn over the key to Kevin. Suzette also mentioned that Kim Bailey can be of assistance. 

Suzette gave the leader pin number to Chris for the conference calls.  She also suggested that when Ethel sends the meeting notice to Kim that she request that our meeting notice be posted in the ‘What’s New in the NWT’ section on the web page.  Then she can send the notice to all NWT locals.

Travel to PSAC North Triennel Convention 

Al asked for confirmation on what subsidy would be available to him from PSAC North.  Suzette asked Chris to contact Kim Bailey to find out if PSAC North will be covering Al’s travel expenses and lost wages since he is the only delegate for Area Council.  Kevin mentioned that if PSAC North does not cover all the expenses Area Council has allocated funds in their budget for those costs. 

Suzette mentioned that the Union will be dong the union leave letters.  For the lost wages, the Employer will initially pay the wages but will be billing the Union for those costs.      
Chris asked if the UNW would be covering the travel costs for UNW members even if they are attending the convention as an Area Council representative. Suzette mentioned that they hadn’t done that in the past.
Suzette suggested that Al replace her on PSAC North since Chris already sits on the PSAC North Council.  Chris will confirm with Kim Bailey that Al can replace Suzette on PSAC North. 

Suzette passed over the Chair to Chris Powell 
The next general meeting is scheduled for Wednesday May 21, 2008 at 5:30 pm

Item for May Meeting – Children’s Union Camp (In 2007 the Area Council donated $2000)

Chris passed the chair back to Suzette

Suzette said good luck to all executive members.
Moved by Al, Seconded by Lynn to adjourn 
Motion carried. 

Meeting adjourned at 6:45 pm.
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