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PSAC North – Northwest Territories Aboriginal Steering Committee


Present 

Beaulieu, Cecilie – National Component 

Courtoreille, Roy – UNW Local 06

Koadloak, Mercie – UNW Local 11

Lewis, Corrine – UNW Local 11

Lockhart, Sandra – UNW Local 11

Wright-Fraser, Karen – National Component 

PSAC Staff – Sean Glavine, Regional Representative
June 4, 2008 Meeting 

Opened: 5:15 pm. 

Introductions of Members 

Pizza served. 

Committee History

Sean provided the Terms of Reference for the PSAC: Northwest Territories Aboriginal Steering Committee and the PSAC national Aboriginal, Inuit, and Metis Network (NAIM) paper. 

Sean provided a brief overview of the committee and members clarified the mandate with each other. The issues brought forward by the Aboriginal Steering Committee will comprise of local, regional and/or national in solidarity with PSAC North.

Topics

1. Consensus Process

Committee members spoke on the format for decision-making at meetings. It was felt that consensus provided more opportunity for members to discuss rationales to develop a sound course of action that has taken into consideration all points of view.  

2. Representatives 

  As per the Terms of Reference: The term of office shall be for a period of three years. The term of office shall terminate at each PSAC North Convention and Aboriginal Committees shall again appoint representatives based on Aboriginal status (members who are RAND members shall not be appointed to committee). 

Definition: RAND members are not card-carrying members of the local, component or region of the PSAC, but still pay union dues and shall be deemed members not-in-good standing.

Chairperson: Sandra H-Lockhart 

Secretary Elect: Nora Doig (Accepted later by phone)   

            Sandra and Nora will be going with to the bank early next week.

3. Union Education 

   Members expressed interest in union education for the fall. The Chair will investigate best education component for committee, which is to be presented at next meeting. 

4. Aboriginal Day 

3a:  PSAC has been a leader in the fight to promote equal opportunities and to abolish discrimination; therefore, the committee wants to lobby the Federal Government to recognize Aboriginal Day as a national holiday for their employees. Currently, federal government employees are not given the day off; rather they are expected to forfeit another stat holiday should they take the day off.

3b:  Aboriginal Day Breakfast: Committee to partner with PSAC North to provide a public breakfast June 21st. The Committee agreed to purchase aprons and have Aboriginal Peoples Committee logo on them. 

5. Committee Information Contact

The members agreed, to avoid excessive emails, members will access information or direct interest/concerns through the Chair. The Chair will provide clarity and compile concerns for next meetings agenda.

6. Contact Other Aboriginal Steering Committees 

The Chair was directed by the Members to contact other regional committees to demonstrate solidarity and assess common interests. The Chair agreed to information for next meeting. 

7. Recruitment Strategies 

6a: Chair directed to research contacts for all components of PSAC. 
6b. Each member to bring someone with them for next meeting.

6c. Chairperson to contact previous members to seek their participation for next meeting.

Other Business: 

2008 PSAC North 4th Triennial Convention – “United for Action”

 May 30 – June 1, 2008    Yellowknife, NT
Election Results :

Regional Executive Vice President (REVP) – Jean-François Des Laurier 
Alternate REVP for the North - Coleman Nyathi. 

Territorial Director – Yukon – Mike Nugent

Territorial Director – NWT – Bill Dalton

Territorial Director –Nunavut– Hannah Uniuqsaraq
2008 Northern Territories Federation of Labour: 

PSAC members were elected to the Northern Territories Federation of Labour Executive

Committee and Executive Council of the Northern Territories Federation of Labour on June 2, 2008. 

 Federation of Labour (NFTL) Elected Positions

Sister Sonja Boucher -Vice President for the Northwest Territories,

Brother Geoff Ryan - Vice President for Nunavut. 

Brother Wes Smith - Secretary for the Executive Committee.
 
Five of the six Regional Vice Presidents that have been elected to the executive council are PSAC members:

Sister Sheila Sauteur-Chadwick -Regional Vice President for Dehcho/South Slave; 

Brother Dudley Johnson - Regional Vice President for Sahtu/Inuvik; 

Sister Jennifer Corporon - Regional Vice President for Kitikmeot; 

Sister Agnes Poksiak-Turner - Regional Vice President for Kivalliq; and 

Brother John Vander Velde - Regional Vice President for Qikiqtani.
 
Open Invitation 

Chairperson to extend open invitation to Regional Executive Vice President of the PSAC Jean-François Des Lauriers to attend Aboriginal Steering Committee meetings. 
Next Meeting

July 21, 2008 at 5:30 PSAC office. 

Meeting closed 7:00 pm.              

 

