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M E D I A      R E L E A S E


 January 16, 2009
Whitehorse… Workers at Many Rivers Counselling and Support Services based in Whitehorse, Yukon have joined the Public Service Alliance of Canada (PSAC) and its Component, Yukon Employees’ Union (YEU).  
"On behalf of the Public Service Alliance of Canada, I would like to welcome our new members from Many Rivers and congratulate them on their demonstration of solidarity and decision to unionize”, said Jean-François Des Lauriers, Regional Executive Vice President of PSAC North. “We look forward to negotiating their first collective agreement and forging a positive working relationship with the employer”.
Working in 12 communities across the Yukon, the 28 members employed at Many Rivers provide individual and group counselling, support groups, and workshops. Many Rivers was formed in 1969, with a staff capacity that has grown from one counsellor upon the initial formation, to almost 30 workers today.
Laurie Butterworth, President of the Yukon Employees’ Union, also welcomed the new members. “Our union is delighted to have the employees of Many Rivers Counselling and Support Services join our component. YEU is the largest labour union in the territory. We offer Many Rivers’ employees access to our well established network of support services and training opportunities, and we are fortunate to gain access to their knowledge, experience and vision.”
The process of negotiating a collective agreement for the employees will take place in the very near future. The Canada Industrial Relations Board issued the certificate on January 14th, 2009.
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For further information please contact Heidi-Ann Wild, Regional Political Communications Officer, PSAC North  (867) 873-5670 or Cell (867) 446-2532 or Laurie Butterworth, President of Yukon Employees’ Union at (867) 667-2331.
