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Diamond Workers Serve Strike Notice on BHP

Frustrated with what the union calls the company’s arrogant, high-handed response to its request to return to the bargaining table, Diamond Workers Local 3050, a part of Public Service Alliance of Canada (PSAC) and the Union of Northern Workers (UNW), will be serving strike notice at 2:30 PM Monday, March 20, 2006. 

Unionized employees of BHP Billiton, working at the Ekati diamond mine, have been seeking a first collective agreement for over a year. Following a vote on a final offer from the company, which was rejected by 71.4%, the PSAC urged the multinational corporation to get back to the bargaining table immediately. 

The company responded with an offer to get back to the table no earlier than April 18, adding they have other priorities that take precedence over returning to the bargaining table. 

"This is one example, of the arrogance and the contempt this employer has towards its workers", Des Lauriers says.  "What could be more important than getting back to the bargaining table when an imminent strike is staring you in the face?" 

The union is prepared to immediately get back to the bargaining table to reach a first agreement with the company however unless the company agrees to return to the table, on dates acceptable to the PSAC, the workers will take legal strike action effective 6:00AM March 29, 2006. 

For further information contact: 

Jean-François Des Lauriers, REVP  867-765-8937 

Todd Parsons, President, UNW 867-873-5668
