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Media Release

(For Immediate Release)

March 20, 2006
BHP Billiton Stalling Negotiations with Diamond Workers UNW Local X3050
On March 14, 2006, the employees of BHP Billiton working at the Ekati diamond mine, seeking a first collective agreement rejected their employers’ final offer by 71.4%.  The PSAC has urged the multinational corporation to get back to the bargaining table immediately.

The union has finally heard back from the company and spokes person from BHPB has offered to get back to the table no earlier than April 18.

“That is an insult and completely unacceptable to our membership”  declares Jean-François Des Lauriers, Regional Executive Vice-President of the Public Service Alliance of Canada, the diamond worker’s union.

The company spokesperson claimed that other priorities take precedence over returning to the bargaining table.

“This is one example out of many, of the arrogance and the contempt this employer has towards its workers” Des Lauriers says.  “What could be more important than getting back to the bargaining table when an imminent strike is staring you in the face?”

The union is still prepared to get back to the bargaining table now to reach a first agreement with the company.

On another related story:  Last week, a spokesperson for the company declared that they had an agreement with the union not to speak with the media during negotiations.  It was understood by both parties that this agreement was in place until negotiations reached and impasse, which happened on November 23, 2005.

“It’s obvious that BHPB is not proud of the way they have acted so far and are ashamed of being exposed for the bad employer that they are”  declares Des Lauriers
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