March 21st
International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination

In 1966, the United Nations General Assembly declared March 21 International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination to commemorate the day in 1960 when police killed 69 people in Sharpeville (South Africa), during a peaceful demonstration against the pass laws imposed under apartheid. The General Assembly also voted a resolution enjoining the international community to step up its efforts to wipe out all forms of racial discrimination [resolution 2142 (XXI)]. In 2001, the World Conference Against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance, which took place in Durban(South Africa), recommended a struggle on three fronts: better prevention of acts of discrimination, harsher punishment of racial crimes and more effective support for victims in their fight for dignity, equity and justice.

Coincidently, on March 21, 1965, more than 3,000 civil rights demonstrators led by the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. began their march from Selmato Montgomery, Alabama, U.S.A., protesting against racial discrimination in that country.

Take time today to think of the many ways our governments could put an end to racial discrimination, in the workplace, in society, in the world.
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