Press Release - Ft. Liard Ferry

Press Release 
(October 7, 2005)
Ft. Liard River ferry ruled NOT essential: Union to serve strike notice Fort Simpson, NWT: The Canada Industrial Relations Board has ruled (CIRB Letter Decision No: 13160) that the Liard River Ferry is not an essential service. The Board has dismissed the Union’s application to have the Ferry deemed an essential service. In an October 5, 2005 ruling the Board stated that the Union’s submission do not support a founding that a strike or lockout could result in an immediate and serious danger to the safety and health of the public. Instead, the Board chose to side with Rowe’s Construction who argued the ferry was not an essential service.
The Union is now left in the position of having to initiate job action rather than keeping the Ferry running and having an arbitrator rule on an agreement. As noted in the Board’s decision this employer has only agreed to two items in 18 months of negotiation and that is the employer’s name and that this is a collective agreement. The Union is taking another strike vote today and will issue appropriate strike notice to Rowe’s Construction; current plans are to begin job action October 12, 2005.
The Union will try its best to minimize the impact this job action will have on the community, but Rowe’s Construction has left no alternative.
"The Union has made every effort to negotiate a collective agreement for the ferry workers and protect the community, but it is obvious to us Rowe’s has a different agenda" states Jean Francois Des Lauriers, Regional Executive Vice President, PSAC North.
For further information call: Jean Francois Des Lauriers, REVP North @ 613-858-2367, or Todd Parsons, President, Union of Northern workers @ 867-873-5668.
