Press Release - Fort Liard Ferry

PRESS RELEASE
 
(October 14, 2005)

For immediate release – Rowe’s Construction turns strike into lockout and imports strikebreakers to run Ferry

Fort Simpson, NT – The PSAC/UNW has received notification from Rowe’s Construction that as of 3:00 pm today, October 14, 2005, that they will lockout striking ferry workers and use scab labour to run the Liard River Ferry.  “This is a sad commentary on this employer and his respect for northern workers.  Not only is he bringing in scabs from other provinces, he is bringing in outside scabs for the first time since 1992”, says Jean-Francois Des Lauriers, Regional Executive Vice-President, PSAC North.
The UNW/PSAC is contemplating filing a grievance with the Government of the Northwest Territories arguing that workers on ferries in the NWT are employees of the Government and not employees of Contractors like Rowe’s Construction.  Todd Parsons, President of the Union of Northern Workers says,” Essential transportation links can not be given into the hands of Contractors who neither care for Northern communities nor respect the bargaining process”.
Ferry workers erected picket lines October 12, 2005 after Rowe’s successfully argued that the Liard River Ferry was not an essential service; these workers took this step because to this date the employer has refused to negotiate seriously with them.  “These workers want a fair first collective agreement and they are willing to fight for it and we will support them with all of our many resources”, vowed Todd Parsons.
The Union received some heartening news today that the Federal Minister and Canada Industrial Relations Board has appointed a mediator, Mr. Carl Gareau to attempt getting both sides back to the bargaining table and settle this dispute.  The Union hopes that talks will take place early next week.  The Union is inviting the community to visit them on the picket line on the Simpson side of the river and enjoy a hamburger, soft drink, and Halloween treat on Saturday, October 15, 2005 at 2:00 PM.
For more information contact:  Todd Parsons, President, UNW Office @ 867-873-5668 or cell phone @ 867-444-3215 or Jean-Francois Des Lauriers, Regional Executive Vice-President , PSAC North Office @ 867-873-5670 or cell phone @ 613-858-2367.
